SOURCES SOUGHT SYNOPSIS (SSS).  This is not a solicitation, but market research to determine potential sources.  This synopsis is for information and planning purposes only and does not constitute a Request for Proposal (RFP) nor does its issuance restrict the Government as to the ultimate acquisition approach.  The Government will not reimburse the contractor for any cost associated with preparing or submitting a response to this notice.  The Electronic Systems Center (ESC), Battle Management Command, Control and Communications Systems Program Office, ACW, wishes to identify potential sources to meet the OS-21 Upper Air (UA) meteorological data collection system requirement.  

System Description:

The UA system will employ a “launch and forget” technology that takes a vertical profile meteorological measurement from ground-level to as high an altitude as commercially available into the upper troposphere/lower stratosphere region and will include a measurement of parameters as described below.  This system will need to be utilized in-garrison, deployable, and tactical in a battlefield environment and therefore will be mobile in nature.  The system will need to survive and perform in all climate conditions (rain, snow, artic, desert, maritime, tropical, etc.).  If the UA system uses GPS technology, it must be Selective Availability Anti-Spoofing Module (SAASM)1 compliant.  For overall system, vendor will utilize best commercial practices (hardware, hardware connections, software, etc.) and follow guidance in FMH-32.  System should have a Mean Time Before Critical Failure (MTBCF)3 rate of Threshold:  2,200 hours, Objective: 4,400 hours.   

System Requirements:

The data performance parameters include:

· Location of the Observed Parameter- Threshold: Accurate to 100 meters. Objective:  Accurate to 10 meters.
· Temperature- Threshold: +/- 1 degree C from –90 degrees C through 60 degrees C.  Objective: +/- 0.1 degrees C from –90 degrees C to 60 degrees C.
·  Dew Point- Threshold: +/- 1 degree C from –90 degrees C through 60 degrees C.  Objective: +/- 0.1 degrees C from –90 degrees C to 60 degrees C.  
· Wind Speed- Threshold: +/-1 kts from 0 through 100kts and +/-10% from 100-300kts.  Objective: +/- 0.5kts from 0 through 100kts and +/-1% from 100- 400kts
· Wind Direction- Threshold: +/-10 degrees.  Objective:  +/- 1 degree;

·  Geopotential Height- Threshold:  +/- 10 meters.  Objective: +/- 1 meter. 
·  Pressure- Threshold:  range 1060 hPa through 20 hPa accurate to +/-5hPa.  Objective:  range 1060hPa through 20hPa accurate to +/-1 hPa. 
· Vertical Resolution- Threshold: 1 second.  Objective: 0.5 seconds.

Hardware:  Hardware must support a tactical, deployable scenario.  Components stored in their respective containers must be moved without assistance of heavy lift devices and transportable on a standard 463L pallet.  Will have dual voltage (able to operate on 110v or 220v at 50Hz or 60Hz) capability.  Hardware (e.g. receivers, processors, computers, cables) will be rugged in nature to handle tactical/climatic conditions.  Also, interest exists to have satellite communication to transmit observed data from the operating location to other global locations.  This satcom approach must be Defense Information Security Agency (DISA)4 approved or able to meet DISA approval.    

Software:  Data from processor will be available in both a standard ASCII text file in a WMO upper air in accordance with FMH-3 (FM 38-X Ext. TEMP MOBIL) and the Joint METOC Input Broker Language (JMIBL)5 that would be used by the Joint Environment Toolkit (JET).  This file will be useable on Unix and Windows on a GUI interface.  Will have a GUI interface.  Will display the data in real time as text and plotted as skew-T.  Interest in having capability for interactive manipulating of data using the plot. 

Goal is to field approximately 25 units plus full spare units by May 2005 or sooner.  Potential to field approximately 50 additional units  plus full spare units in 1-2 increments throughout FY06-09.  Sparing levels will be approximately 10 percent.  

Interested sources should respond by providing evidence of experience in accomplishing the scope of work indicated and a plan for producing a workable unit.  The Government will assess prospective sources’ potential based on the qualification packages provided.  Firms considered by the Government to be most highly competitive to design and provide a UA System will be contacted by the PCO and a list of such firms will be made available on the [HANSCOM] Electronic RFP Bulletin Board (HERBB).  Firms considered by the Government not to be most highly competitive to design and provide an UA system will be afforded an opportunity to receive the Government's rationale and provide additional information.  Therefore, if the number of sources that identify themselves in response to this sources sought prove to be excessive, the Government may decide to conduct a pre-qualification effort in order to realize a manageable number of firms deemed most highly competitive to perform this effort.  Any interested source initially judged as not most highly competitive, will be provided a copy of the solicitation upon request, should one be issued, and any offer submitted by such a firm would be evaluated without prejudice.  Firms who respond to this notice are requested to identify any on-going Government contract vehicles they have for the same or similar work; include the name and number of the on-going contract, contract scope, contract type, period of performance, contract deliverables, dollar thresholds and limitations, issuing Government agency, and name and telephone number of the Government point of contact (preferably the Contracting Officer).  Should it be in the best interests of the Government and within the scope of an on-going contract, the Government reserves the right to satisfy its requirements under such contract. Firms should indicate whether they are a large business, small business, small disadvantaged business, 8(a) concern, women-owned small business, whether they qualify as socially or economically disadvantaged, and whether they are a U.S. or foreign-owned firm.  Please note that the [HANSCOM] Electronic RFP Bulletin Board (HERBB) will be the primary source of information for this acquisition.  Interested parties should check for updates frequently and subscribe to the HERBB update service for the "UA System” (Soliciation Number FA8720-04-R-0005).  

The OCI (Organizational Conflicts of Interest) Ombudsman is Colonel David J. Temple, Director, Commander’s Staff, ESC/CO (781) 377-5106.  Please direct any questions  on this announcement to Ms. Alicia J. Gettman, Contracting Officer, ESC/ACK, 50 Griffiss Street, Hanscom, AFB MA 01731 or 781-271-8075, w-mail:  alicia.gettman@hanscom.af.mil.  Interested potential sources should respond to the above screening criteria, in writing, within 21 days of this publication to ESC/ACK, 50 Griffiss Street Hanscom AFB MA 01731-1625, Attn: Ms Alicia Gettman and Mr. Dax Jacobson.  Responses should not exceed 10 one-sided 8 1/2”x11”pages.  

References:
SAASM1:

http://www.gpsworld.com/gpsworld/content/contentDetail.jsp?id=25974
FMH-32: http://www.ofcm.noaa.gov/fmh3/text/
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DISA4: http://www.disa.mil/
JMIBL5:  Questions concerning JMIBL, please contact ESC/ACW- Lt Matthew Leardini at 781-271-5458, matthew.leardini@hanscom.af.mil or visit the Bidders/Offerors Library


