In the following sources sough synopsis, Electronic Systems Center, Operational Contracting (ESC/PKO) at Hanscom Air Force Base, MA seeks potential sources for a government acquisition for the fabrication of various items composed of pure platinum and gold. The anticipated North American Industries Classification System (NAICS) code is 331491 and the small business size standard is 750 employees. This is a Sources Sought Synopsis. There is no solicitation available at this time.  Requests for a solicitation will not receive a response.

The platinum items are four large thimbles, or tubes, with one open end and the other closed. These will serve as material containment vessels for the testing of caustic solutions for the Air Force Research Laboratory exploratory and development work. The desired dimensions of the thimbles are 1.875” OD x 0.03” W x 12” L. The tolerance on this item on width and length is .0300 +/- .0015” It is estimated that each of the 4 units will have a weight of 794.50 grams, or a total of 3,178 grams, with 102.18 Troy Oz of platinum required to fabricate these items.

Next, there is a requirement for eight disk covers, which will serve as lids to cover the openings of the vessels. The required dimensions of the disk covers are 1.875” D x 0.030” W. It is estimated that each of the 8 disk covers will have a unit weight of 30.400 grams, for a total of 243.2 grams, with 7.82 Troy Oz required to fabricate these items. Tolerance on thickness of the disks are .0300+/- .0015”. The Government will be furnishing the contractor with the pure platinum necessary to complete these objectives, which is a total estimated 109.99 Troy Oz.

There is also a request that 1,000 standard slugs be fabricated from gold. The slugs will be used in an evaporation chamber and dispensed on devices such as computer chips. The required dimensions of each the gold slugs are 0.125” D x 0.25” L.  It is estimated that each of the 1,000 slugs will have a unit weight of 1 gram with a tolerance of +/- 0.02g each, for a total of 1,000 grams, or 32.15 Troy Oz for this process.  The Government will also be furnishing the contractor with the gold necessary to complete these items.  

Please submit a capabilities statement indicating your interest and ability to meet the aforementioned requirements. Please include the name and address of your firm, whether you are a large or small business, a point of contact with name, title, phone, fax, and e-mail; your ability to safeguard the precious metal Government Furnished Property, proposed fabrication processes, and experience and familiarity with fabricating the previously mentioned items by including past performance references of organizations that you have fabricated similar items for. Please include contract #, description of fabrication method, types of contracts, POC’s to include names and phone number of clients. Any information submitted by respondents to this synopsis is strictly voluntary. The Government will not pay for any information that is submitted by respondents to this Sources Sought Synopsis. The Federal Business Opportunities, www.eps.gov, will be the primary source of information for this acquisition. Please submit responses, questions, and/or comments to this sources sought synopsis not later than 26 Mar 2004 to Mr. Christopher Hasen, Contract Specialist, Hanscom AFB, MA,  (781) 377-6648.  Christopher.hasen@hanscom.af.mil .  

This Sources Sought Synopsis neither constitutes a Request for Quote, nor does it restrict the Government to an ultimate acquisition approach. This Sources Sought Synopsis should not be construed as a commitment by the Government for any purpose.

