Mark XIIA Mode 5 Upgrades. 

This is a Sources Sought Synopsis (SSS) for market research purposes only and is not to be construed as a commitment by the government to issue a request for proposal or award a contract as a result of this request.

The United States Air Force, Electronic Systems Center (ESC), Intelligence, Surveillance and Reconnaissance (ISR) Integration Systems Program Office, Hanscom AFB, MA, seeks responses from contractors able to design, develop, integrate, and test the Mark XIIA, Mode 5 secure IFF capability into Mark XII digital systems certified by the DoD Air Traffic Control Radar Beacon System (ATCRBS), Identification Friend or Foe (IFF), Mark XII/Mark XIIA System (AIMS) Program Office for Mark XII performance, Mode S performance/growth, and Mode 5 growth. 

The Air Force is planning to upgrade its ATCRBS/IFF/Mark XII System (AIMS) to Mark XIIA.  This upgrade implements the next generation secure IFF (Mode 5) and Mode S.  The Air Force has begun to field Mode S Elementary Surveillance in order to meet EUROCONTROL requirements--using equipment on the ESC/GAT ID/IQ catalogue.  The Air Force plans to begin fielding Mode 5 by FY2008 in transponders, interrogators, and combined interrogator/transponders for use in both airborne and surface applications.  All equipment requires certification by the DoD AIMS Program Office in accordance with technical requirements set forth in DoD AIMS 03-1000.  All equipment must also meet the DoD AIMS 04-900 Crypto Interface Control Specification.

Interested contractors should submit a qualification package, not to exceed ten (10) double-spaced, single-sided pages, not including supporting graphical illustrations, to ESC/SRK, Attn Ms. Elizabeth Damato, 29 Randolph Road, Bldg 1102C, Hanscom AFB, MA 01731-3010.  Replies are requested not later than 26 February 2004. Responses will be kept unclassified.

The qualification packages should indicate the source’s intent to be either a prime contractor or subcontractor.  Companies should specify their approach to providing systems capable of obtaining AIMS certification for Mode S/5. Additional questions to the Government may be included under separate cover for all submissions.  Sources are also requested to identify any on-going Government contract vehicles they may have for the same or similar work.  Please include the name and number of the on-going contract, contract scope, contract type, period of performance, contract deliverables, dollar thresholds and limitations, the issuing Government agency, and the name and telephone number of the Contracting Officer.  Interested contractors should also identify if they qualify as a large, business, small business, small disadvantaged business, 8(a) concern, women-owned small business, HUBZone small business, veteran-owned small business or service-disabled veteran-owned small business and whether they are an U.S. or foreign-owned firm. 

The Government will evaluate each qualification package submitted to determine whether they are considered “highly competitive” or “not highly competitive” and will notify each source, in writing, of the Government’s determination and its rationale.  Packages should address their sources’ qualifications with respect to Mark XIIA and the following screening criteria: (a) Personnel, facilities and storage with SECRET clearances; (b) Past experience and specific expertise in the design and certification of ATCRBS/IFF/Mark XII(A) Systems (AIMS) including Mode S; (c) demonstrated experience and expertise in DoD AIMS 03-1000 and DoD AIMS 04-900 Crypto Interface Control Specification; (d) experience and expertise with the Software Communications Architecture and the Joint Technical Architecture.

This synopsis is for planning purposes only and does not constitute a request for bid or proposals, nor does its issuance restrict the Government as to the ultimate acquisition approach.  The Government does not intend to award a contract on the basis of this notice or otherwise pay for information provided in response to this synopsis.  

For your information, a Mark XIIA/Mode 5 Industry Day is planned for 02 March 2004 from 0830 – 1200 hours, and will be held at the Hanscom AFB Conference Center. Demonstrations of technology or existing systems by government or industry will not be conducted as part of this industry day.  The Mode 5 Program Office will entertain requests for one-on-one discussions with those contractors interested in being a Prime Contractor during the afternoon.  Discussions will be limited to 30-minute sessions.  The POC for Registration for the Industry Day and one-on-one meetings is 2Lt Rebbecca Drydol-Brandon, (781) 377- 4063, rebbecca.drydol-brandon@hanscom.af.mil . Please limit attendees to three (3) personnel per respondent. Instructions for industry day will be posted on HERBB http://herbb.hanscom.af.mil. HERBB is the ESC web site maintained to promote continuous, open dialogue with Industry and academia on acquisitions, present and future, which ESC is involved with.  HERBB will be a primary source of information for this acquisition.  Industry comments and questions shall be directed to ESC/SRK, Ms. Elizabeth Damato, (781) 377-5584, elizabeth.damato@hanscom.af.mil .

