Special Notices   

SUBJECT: Defense Enterprise Accounting and Management System (DEAMS) Sources Sought

DESC: THIS IS A SOURCE SOUGHT SYNOPSIS.  NO SOLICITATION DOCUMENT EXISTS AT THIS TIME.  REQUEST FOR A SOLICITATION DOCUMENT WILL RECEIVE NO RESPONSE.  This sources sought announcement is issued for the purpose of identifying potential sources capable of demonstrating commercial Enterprise Accounting and Financial Management products.

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:  The United States Transportation Command (USTRANSCOM), in coordination with the United States Air Force (USAF), is contemplating a single contract award for a commercial off-the-shelf (COTS) package or an integrated suite of COTS tools (hereafter referred to as COTS package), and Enterprise Integration.  A future Sources Sought Synopsis will be released regarding the acquisition of Extended Service Providers (ESPs) to support the integration of the COTS solution into operations.  This initiative has been named the Defense Enterprise Accounting and Management System (DEAMS) and will support the Accounting and Financial Management functions of the USTRANSCOM, the USAF and the Defense Finance and Accounting Service (DFAS).  DEAMS has the potential to expand functionality to support the United States Army, the United States Navy and other Department of Defense (DoD) agencies. 

The main objective of DEAMS is to implement standardized business processes that have been re-engineered around industry best business practices and Chief Financial Officer (CFO) Act compliant standard financial software to collect and provide accurate information near real-time.  The Headquarters Air Force Materiel Command (AFMC), Electronic Systems Center (ESC), Financial Information Systems Program Office (ESC/FN) has been appointed Acquisition Agent for this initiative.  ESC/FN is interested in learning about the capabilities of industry’s leading accounting management and financial management COTS packages, and their ability to support the key requirements of DEAMS such as:  General Ledger, Funds Control and Budget Execution, Accounts Receivable, Billing and Collections, Purchase Requests/Commitments, Obligations, Revenue, Receipts, Accounts Payable, Management Reporting, Cost Accounting, Cost Management, Analysis and Decision Support, Project Tracking, multiple system interfaces (logistics, acquisition, property, DFAS legacy systems, etc.), and On-Line Analytical Processing (OLAP) capabilities. 

In addition to being able to support these requirements, the COTS package must be compliant with the Joint Financial Management Improvement Process (JFMIP), hold CFO certification for financial systems, demonstrate compliancy with the Office of Secretary of Defense (OSD) Business Management Modernization Program (BMMP), Business Enterprise Architecture (BEA), and capable of integration into the Global Combat Support System (GCSS).   Proof of JFMIP compliance must be provided at time of proposal submission. The COTS package should also demonstrate the ability to offer a thin client, web-based solution that can be accessed via a single point of entry. 

Enterprise Integration consists of maintaining functional discipline and architectural integrity across the DoD.  This will include, but is not limited to, configuration management, supporting configuration control of the multiple COTS system integrators, data standardization, enterprise architecture standardization, and documentation control.

The Government is seeking sources for a competitive acquisition. Interested COTS suppliers (owners of the COTS source code) that meet the above stated requirements are invited to submit a documentation package in response to this announcement.  The documentation package should include a summary of the COTS package’s relevant capabilities and experience supporting joint service or other Government/industry requirements.  Further instructions for submitting the documentation package are specified in the Technical Instructions.  

The DEAMS COTS pre-solicitation activities will be broken up into three key events, an Industry Day, a Familiarization Demonstration, and an Industry Workshop.   The Industry Day will provide additional program/requirements related information and will identify expectations for the Familiarization Demonstrations and Industry Workshops.   The focus of this Industry Day will be on the acquisition of the COTS package and Enterprise Integration.  Parties interested in the ESP acquisition are welcome to attend, however, the Government intends to conduct a separate Industry Day to address the ESP acquisition at a future date.   Participants in the COTS Familiarization Demonstration will be expected to focus on orienting and educating the customer on the COTS package capabilities that are currently available in the market.  The Familiarization Demonstration should attempt to address as many of the DEAMS key requirements specified in paragraph two as possible. Participants will be provided up to 4 hours scheduled time for capabilities demonstration, technical review, and a question and answer session.   

The COTs Industry Workshop will serve as a collaborative environment where potential offerors may help identify risks associated with the program as related to the potential COTS solution and provide input for developing a draft Statement of Objective (SOO).  The Government anticipates conducting separate Industry Workshops at a later date to support the ESPs.  The Government anticipates holding the COTS Industry Day on 2 Feb 2004 and conducting Familiarization Demonstrations beginning 3 Feb 2004.  The Industry Day and Familiarization Demonstrations will be held at Wright Patterson AFB, Ohio.  The Government will provide additional information regarding the COTS Industry Day and Familiarization Demonstrations, as well as future dates for the Industry Workshops and ESP acquisition activities, at a later date.

Formal solicitation will be released after the Industry Workshop.  The solicitation will provide details of the remaining acquisition strategy that will include a technical and cost proposal request, oral presentations and demonstrations, and the possibility of conducting a conference room pilot.  The Government expects to include support contractors in the evaluation process as technical advisors. 

TECHNICAL INSTRUCTIONS:  Any information submitted by respondents to this synopsis is strictly voluntary.  The Government will not pay for any information that is submitted or for any presentation/demonstration provided by respondents.  Potential COTS demonstrators are expected to provide their own applicable hardware, software, and sample data as well as required technical support for the Familiarization Demonstration.  For planning purposes, interested COTS Familiarization Demonstration participants who believe they possess the appropriate expertise and experience shall submit the following documentation in both hard and soft copies using a MS-Word document with 12-point font:   (1) a cover letter which shall identify the name and social security number of the attendees of the Industry Day/Familiarization Demonstration (no more than five (5), including potential sub-contractors), also include an overall point of contact, address, telephone number, fax number, and email address, (2) a brief description of relevant product(s) to be demonstrated (maximum 10 pages), (3) set up and breakdown time required (i.e., how long to set up hardware and/or to load software), (4) and any other special requirements or needs, (5) a list of contracts and points of contact that demonstrate your experience working with industry and government financial systems, (6) a high level description of your approach and experience supporting Enterprise Integration.   Potential future Extended Service Providers that would like to attend the COTS Industry Day shall submit the names (no more than two (2)) and Social Security Numbers of potential attendees.   Responses shall be received by 12:00 (noon) Dayton, Ohio time on 22 Jan 2004.  Hard copies shall be sent to MSG/PKB (FN SPO), Attention: Ms. Lucila Castel, Contracting Officer, Area A, Building 266, Room S216, 4225 Logistics Avenue, Wright-Patterson AFB, OH 45433-5755.  Soft copies shall be E-mailed to Lucila.Castel@wpafb.af.mil and Pamela.Jergens@wpafb.af.mil.   Faxed copies are not acceptable.  Government will only be able to schedule demonstrations with those contractors that have submitted packages by the above deadline. After review of the submitted material, the government will notify the familiarization demonstration participants of respective demonstration schedule times. Questions shall be submitted via E-mail to the Contracting Officer, Lucila.Castel@wpafb.af.mil, with a courtesy copy to the Contract Specialist, Pamela.Jergens@wpafb.af.mil.   The questions and answers will be posted to the HERBB web site (http://herbb.hanscom.af.mil) for review.  Telephone inquiries will receive no response.  NO SOLICITATION IS AVAILABLE AT THIS TIME.  WE WILL NOT RESPOND TO REQUESTS FOR SOLICITATION MATERIAL.  

