Section M


Evaluation Factors for Award

M001 Introduction

The Government intends to award up to three contracts for Phase 1 and only one award for Phase 2 for AN/FMQ-13(V)2 Wind Sensor Replacement.  This acquisition will be conducted in two phases: (1) initial award for the Initial Production Units production and test and (2) full scale production.  For the first phase, the Offerors will be evaluated on Mission Capability Factors (including pre-award / in-plant visit), Proposal Risk and Price.  For full-scale production, the Offerors will be evaluated on successful completion of Phase 1 Contractor and Government production qualification testing, Phase 1 performance and price.  Award(s) will be made to the Offeror(s) proposing the combination most advantageous to the Government based upon an integrated assessment of the pre-award / in-plant visit and evaluation factors described below.  
M002 PRE-AWARD / In-Plant Visit
The Government will conduct a Pre-Award / In-Plant visit during the evaluation phase as part of this source selection to gather information for judging the Offerors potential to satisfy the requirements of this solicitation.  This in-plant visit will consist of a pre-award survey to assess the Offerors baseline units and production capability.  The Government evaluation of the baseline units will consist of an inspection of the wind monitor, the interface and enclosure and the mount.  For a unit to be considered viable, it must have a wind monitor that is interfaced to the electronics contained in the enclosure, with proper wiring/connector plug/adaptor to mate with the legacy FMQ-13.  The unit must properly mate to and align with a legacy FMQ-13 mount. In addition, the Government will review Contractor documentation, which adequately demonstrates that the critical system performance parameters can be met. The production capability evaluation will assess the manufacturing processes and production capacity to deliver fully qualified units to support Government testing and full scale follow on production.
  The results of this pre-award / in-plant visit will be assessed under the applicable Mission Capability and Proposal Risk factors and will be used to validate and confirm the Offerors written proposal.
M003 SOURCE SELECTION PHASE 1

a. Number of Contracts to be Awarded

The Government intends to award up to three contract(s) for Phase 1 of the AN/FMQ-13(V)2 Wind Sensor Replacement. However, the Government reserves the right to award more or less than that number of contracts depending upon the quality of the proposals submitted and the availability of funds. 

b.  Basis for Phase 1 Contract Award

The Government will select the best overall offer, based upon an integrated assessment of Mission Capability, Proposal Risk, Price and Past Performance. This is a best value source selection conducted in accordance with Air Force Federal Acquisition Regulation Supplement (AFFARS) 5315.3 Source Selection and the AFMC supplement (AFMCFARS). Contract(s) may be awarded to the Offeror(s) who are deemed responsible in accordance with the Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR), as supplemented, whose proposal conforms to the solicitation’s requirements (to include all stated terms, conditions, representations, certifications, and all other information required by Section L of this solicitation) and is judged, based on the evaluation factors to represent the best value to the Government. This may result in award(s) to a higher rated, higher priced Offeror, where the decision is consistent with the evaluation factors and the Source Selection Authority (SSA) reasonably determines that the technical superiority and/or overall business approach of the higher priced Offeror(s) outweighs the difference in price. To arrive at a source selection decision, the SSA will integrate the source selection team’s evaluations of the evaluation factors described below. While the Government source selection evaluation team and the SSA will strive for maximum objectivity, the source selection process, by its nature, is subjective and, therefore, professional judgment is implicit throughout the entire process.

c. Rejection of Unrealistic Offers

The Government may reject any proposal that is evaluated to be unrealistic in terms of program commitments, including contract terms and conditions, or unrealistically high or low in price when compared to Government estimates, such that the proposal is deemed to reflect an inherent lack of competence or failure to comprehend the complexity and risks of the program.

d. Correction Potential of Proposals

The Government will consider, throughout the evaluation, the "correction potential" of any deficiency or proposal inadequacy.  The judgment of such "correction potential" is within the sole discretion of the Government.  If an aspect of an Offeror’s proposal not meeting the Government's requirements is not considered correctable, the Offeror may be eliminated from the competitive range.

e. Competitive Advantage from Use of GFP

The Government will eliminate any competitive advantage resulting from an Offeror’s proposed use of Government-furnished property (GFP) that is not issued as GFP upon the award of this contract. 

M004 EVALUATION FACTORS FOR PHASE 1 AWARD

a. Evaluation Factors and their Relative Order of Importance

Award(s) will be made to the Offeror(s) proposing the offer most advantageous to the Government based upon an integrated assessment of the pre-award / in-plant visit and evaluation factors described below. Mission Capability and Proposal Risk are of equal importance and both are more important than price.
Factor 1: Mission Capability

            Factor 2: Proposal Risk 

            Factor 3: Price


b. Importance of Price

In accordance with FAR 15.304(e), the Mission Capability and Proposal Risk factors, when combined, are more important than price; however, price will contribute significantly to the selection decision.
c. Factor Rating

A color rating will be assigned to the Mission Capability factor. The color rating depicts how well the Offeror’s proposal meets the Mission Capability requirements in accordance with the stated explanation of how the factor will be evaluated. The Mission Capability is described in paragraph d.  below. A proposal risk rating will be assigned to the Mission Capability factor. Proposal risk represents the risks identified with an Offeror’s proposed approach as it relates to the Mission Capability factor.  Price will be evaluated as described in paragraph f. below. 

d. Mission Capability Factor 1

The Government will evaluate the Offeror’s technical and management approach to meet the requirements as stated in the Technical Requirements Document (TRD) and the Statement of Objectives (SOO).  This will include an evaluation of the adequacy of the Contactors approach to interface with the existing AN/FMQ-13(V)2 Wind Measuring Set, the understanding of contract requirements as reflected in the Contractor Statement of Work, Integrated Master Schedule and the Offerors ability to produce quantities as required per the contract.  Positive consideration may be given to a design approach that exceeds specified mandatory Technical Requirements.  Positive consideration may be given for an extended warranty in excess of two years, International Standards Organization (ISO) 9002 compliant Offerors, and to an Offeror that can produce more AN/FMQ-13(V)2 Wind Sensor Replacement Units than the minimum monthly quantities indicated per the contract.

e. Proposal Risk Factor 2

The Proposal Risk assessment focuses on the risks and weaknesses associated with an Offeror’s proposed approach and include an assessment of the potential for disruption of schedule, increased cost, degradation of performance, the need for increased Government oversight, as well as the likelihood of unsuccessful contract performance. For each identified risk, the assessment also addresses the Offeror’s proposal for mitigating the risk and why that approach is or is not manageable. 

f. Price Factor 3

The Offeror’s price proposal will be evaluated, for award purposes, based upon the total price proposed for basic requirements (basic award) and all options. Evaluation of options shall not obligate the Government to exercise such options. The Offeror’s price proposal will be evaluated, using one or more of the techniques defined in FAR 15.404, in order to determine if it is reasonable and realistic. 

h. Discussions

The Government reserves the right to award without discussions.

i. Solicitation Requirements, Terms and Conditions
Offerors are required to meet all solicitation requirements, such as terms and conditions, representations and certifications, and technical requirements, in addition to those identified as factors  to be eligible for award. Failure to comply with the terms and conditions of the solicitation may result in the Offeror being removed from consideration for award. Any exceptions to the solicitation’s terms and conditions must be fully explained and justified.
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