 6 August 2004

NOTICE TO POTENTIAL OFFERORS

SUBJECT:  Organizational Conflict of Interest Guidance

The Mission Planning Program Office  is issuing this Organizational Conflict of Interest (OCI) guidance for those interested in proposing on the Systems Engineering and Integration (SEIC) effort:


a) Mission Planning Engineering Contract (MPEC) and SEIC:  Although it is up to each company interested in bidding on the SEIC effort to present its own OCI mitigation approach, it has been determined that any organization that has won a contract as either a prime or a subcontractor for MPEC will have great difficulty  mitigating OCI risks if they should also chose  to propose on the SEIC.


b) OCI guidance regarding ITSP support:  Contractors are prohibited from using current Mission Planning (MP) ITSP program office support to prepare proposals for the SEIC.  Preparing proposals using current MP ITSP support could provide an unfair competitive advantage to some organizations.  Current ITSP contractors within ACU are not precluded from either bidding on, or teaming to bid on, the SEIC either a prime or subcontractor if an acceptable OCI mitigation plan can be negotiated with the Government.  However, there is no guarantee that an acceptable OCI mitigation plan may be negotiated depending upon the unique circumstances posed by the ITSP contractor’s involvement in ESC/ACU and the company’s proposed corporate structure.  Please note that ITSP contractors cannot continue ITSP support and perform on the SEIC simultaneously.  This means, therefore. that when preparing proposals and making teaming arrangements, potential bidders must consider their responsibilities under their current Government MP ITSP support contracts.  


Although this guidance does not preclude any organization from bidding on the SEIC effort, it does highlight the difficulty of putting strong firewalls in place to overcome this potential OCI. 

////signed////

Stephen Smith 
Contracting Officer
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