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Managed Object’s Unframework “Formula” — 
Single Point of Control To Unify all Management Platforms

Managing today’s hugely heterogeneous IT infrastructure has produced a high-tech patchwork quilt of solutions that is itself a layer of complexity.  CA’s Unicenter TNG and IBM’s Tivoli run side by side with Spectrum and BMC’s bevy of potions, while Micromuse Netcool and HP OpenView products together with a potpourri of point solutions hold court over individual domains of competence — none of them sharing information.  Meanwhile, a fiercely competitive Internet-driven “e-conomy”, requires that this technology “bag of cats” be managed as one unified business entity.  Formula hits that challenge dead-on.

Imagine There’s No Hell …

An old John Lennon song once called listeners to “Imagine” a world with no war — a world in which everyone would work together.  What the former Beatle could only imagine in his world, Managed Object Solutions (MOS) has actually accomplished in its world of enterprise system management.  Driven by a passion to simplify the management of technology while amplifying the business benefits in doing so, MOS’s initial market offering is Formula.

The product is a powerful software-only integration engine through which systems, network, and application management solutions from a dizzying array of suppliers can find common ground — right out of the much-trumpeted box.  Wrapping a wealth of usability around Internet-generation technology, MOS’ Formula overlays on top of existing management products producing what amounts to a “manageware” layer of functionality. 

…All the Products, Living In One World

Implemented in 100% pure Java (server and client), the platform independent Formula can encompass all management solutions in any combination, on any scale.  In a Formula world, products such as arch rivals Unicenter and Tivoli work with each other and countless other products as if they were all one unified solution.  Best of all, each best-of-breed offering operates in blissful (and unmodified) ignorance of any other solution — including Formula.

Not only does Formula leverage a company’s investment in existing solutions, its architecture future-proofs an IT infrastructure — blending in new technologies as they appear.  Testimony to the revolutionary nature and pragmatic execution of Formula is the fact that word of mouth alone has produced a roster of clients including Bank of America, Pagemart, and TSR Wireless.  Counting time to value in hours and days, Formula works — fast.

Formula For e-Business Management

The realities of Business-to-Business life puts heightened pressure on companies up and down the supply chain to open their systems to each other.  While effective integration of business processes and services is foundational to e-Business relationships, that integration exponentially multiplies the management challenge.  Clearly, strategic IT management in the age of e-Business must encompass inter-enterprise processes and services as well as traditional intra-enterprise fare.

In this scenario, Formula’s vendor-neutral architecture is a natural for linking disparate management systems across corporate boundaries.  Each company, in complete control of its own assets, can swiftly build an integrated, inter-enterprise view of both outside and inside systems.  Formula-enabled shared monitoring works on services supported by enterprises and/ or any combination of external service providers.

Formula’s Moving Parts

Undergirding Formula’s remarkable ease of implementation and use is engineering chutzpah and leading-edge technology (CORBA, Java, and XML).  Formula’s architecture contains the following components:

· ORBs (Object Request Brokers) — Management solutions are encapsulated in CORBA object interface wrappers — ORBs.  Once wrapped, the management solution conducts its business as usual while functioning within Formula as a managed object and seeing Formula’s server as an extension of its own console.  ORBs allow Formula to know and do whatever a given management solution itself can natively know and do.

· Formula Integration Engine (Server)— The facets and functions of each management solution are faithfully exposed so that its idiosyncrasies and capabilities are known by the engine immediately upon installation.

· Formula Adapters — Resident on the Formula server, each adapter extracts real-time information from a specific ORB, normalizes it for Formula’s consumption, and makes it available for participation in any unified representation of an IT’s infrastructure — with the corresponding identification of business process and service impact.

· Formula Client — Formula’s use of browser-based clients makes all underlying management solutions de facto Internet-accessible.

Aberdeen Conclusions

Formula is a brilliant product so elegant in its suitability to task, that superlatives sound shallow.  In fact, Formula is so revolutionary that November 1999 is not too early to declare it one of the most significant enterprise management developments of the year 2000.  For, while the coming year will surely bring innovation and progress, it is unlikely that any single offering will challenge the vision, scope, and power of Managed Object Solution’s Formula.

— Valerie O’Connell
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